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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION — ESTIMATE OF STUDENT NUMBERS 

2521. Mrs M.H. Roberts to the Minister for Education 

(1) Has a growth in student numbers resulted in a $13,441,000 blow-out in the Minister’s department’s 
budget since the State Budget was brought down last May; and 

(a) if not, what is the amount of the blow-out? 

(2) Why did the Minister’s department fail to correctly estimate student numbers? 

(3) What estimate of student numbers was the 2009–2010 budget based on? 

(4) What are the current student numbers? 

(5) How many extra students have caused the blow-out in costs? 

(6) What year levels are those extra students in? 

(7) How can the Minister assure the Parliament that any estimate provided for the 2010–2011 State Budget 
will be accurate? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1) No. 

(a)  This amount ($13.441 million) represents a budget provision for student growth in 2009-10, 
subject to further considerations as part of the budget process. 

(2) The census process to determine student numbers actually enrolled in all schools in Western Australia is 
a complex undertaking. Variations between actual and estimates are not unusual. 

(3) The 2009-2010 budget was based on students enrolled at Semester 1, 2008, a total of 243 534. 

(4) February 2010 student census data indicate a total of 247 515 full-time equivalent students. 

(5) Student growth totalled 3 981 full-time equivalent students. 

(6) The increase has been predominately in Kindergarten and Pre-Primary students. The effect of the half-
cohort has impacted on students enrolled in Years 6, 7 and 8.  

Full-time equivalent student growth from 2008 to 2010 is detailed below by year levels: 

Kindergarten 1 659.00 
Pre-primary 1 135.00 
Year 1 409.00 
Year 2 207.00 
Year 3 106.00 
Year 4 -715.00 
Year 5 297.00 
Year 6 9 238.00 
Year 7 -1 858.00 
Year 8 -7 595.00 
Year 9 -341.00 
Year 10 -355.00 
Year 11 546.00 
Year 12 952.00 
Total 3 981.00 

(7) The Department of Education has a sound methodology for forecasting student numbers which takes 
into account factors such as population growth due to births, interstate and overseas migration, 
participation rates, and trends in relative enrolments in public schools and private schools. Relative 
public/private enrolment shifts associated with isolated events/factors such as the half-cohort are 
difficult to predict precisely, especially at the transition from primary to secondary schooling. 

 


